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St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic High School Chaplaincy:
Following in the footsteps of Christ, we create a space where students and staff feel welcome and supported, while being challenged to make a difference in our school, in our community, and in our world.  Chaplaincy tries to create an environment which is explicitly and unapologetically Catholic by accepting the many differences that exist among the people here.  From this vantage point we seek to water the seeds of faith through our hope in the living God, a God who has first loved us.  The way we live our lives as disciples of Christ is meant to encourage all towards the joy of moral excellence, and we do this through the great virtues that stand as pillars and beacons to a life of happiness.
Students and staff are engaged through:

· Class Masses

· Classroom visits from the Chaplaincy leader to prepare for mass, and to talk to students about their relationship to God

· Osgoode Care Centre – Elderly visits
· St. Thomas Aquinas Youth – STAY team

· School-wide Liturgies

· Student Retreats

· Schoolyard/Ecological Clean-ups

· Thanksgiving Food Drive (Drive Away Hunger Campaign)
· Christmas Angel Program

· Building relationships with the local parish and its members, as well as other community leaders
· Rock-A-Thon – Fundraiser for Haiti earthquake victims, New Orleans Hurricane victims, etc.

· Confessions

· Shrove Tuesday Pancake Breakfast

· Catholic Education week activities

· ThinkFast overnight retreat for Development and Peace
· Pro Life March

· Lunch time gatherings & lunch program for those without food
· Daily morning prayer reflections for staff and students

· Restorative Practices following a student’s suspension

· Open door to the chapel & chaplain’s office, & one-on-one availability when someone needs to talk
· Poverty Exposure Mission to Dominican Republic

· Weekly spiritual reflections for staff members via email
· Guest speakers for the enrichment of our faith
· Catholic Education Coalition Faith Days

· Providing prayer & faith resources to staff relating to the virtues and Catholic life

· Chaplaincy webpage with updated schedule and reflection

· Chaplaincy message in school newsletter
Mr. Vonesch, Chaplain Leader of St. Thomas Aquinas
